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                                    Minutes of Meeting 28th March 2017


Present: Cllr. Mr J. Metcalf (Vice-Chairman), Cllr. Mr J. Hammond, Cllr. Mr D. Forrest, Cllr. Mrs L Willighan, Boro. Cllr. Mr J. Starkie, Mrs P. Rosthorn (Clerk)

Apologies: Co. Cllr. Mr C. Wakeford, Cllr. Mr T. Butterfield, Cllr. Mr R. Willoughby

Members of public in attendance: 2 (Paul Coleman & Michael Tetley)


	 No
	                        Minute Heading
	         Action  

	4497
	Public Questions
· None
	



	4498
	Declaration of Councillors Interests / Code of Conduct
· No interests were declared.

	

	4499
	Minutes of the last meeting
· Cllr. Hammond proposed that the minutes of 21st February were correct.  This was seconded by Cllr. Willighan.
· 
	



	4500
	Matters arising from the Minutes (for information only).
· Michael Tetley attended the meeting to discuss some matters:
·  As per the Easements invoices sent out, the gate needs to be locked on the 1st April for 24 hours.
· Would like to sort the finances out re the lengthsman scheme and grant money.
· Grant for the footpath.  Money to be released back into the pot as we have paid on the lengthsman scheme.

	



To arrange with clerk


Clerk to email Julie Hibbert

	4501
	New Councillor
· Paul Coleman attended for a third meeting
	
2 vacancies to be advertised with a closing date of 20th April 2017.


	4502
	Finance
· Cheques were explained and signed. 


	



	4503
	Planning Applications and Decisions

· LCC/2017/0025 Extension to existing car park to provide 22 car parking spaces including the provision of a pupil drop off area
Location: Higham St John C of E Primary School, Higham Hall Road, Higham

	

Comments sent prior to the meeting:
‘With regard to planning application LCC/2017/0025, I confirm that Higham with West Close Booth Parish Council positively supports the provision of a car park for Higham St John School.’


	4504
	School Parking
·  Nothing to report ~ see note 4503

	



	4505
	Clerk’s Report and Correspondence
· The clerk’s report was distributed before the meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr Forrest and seconded by Cllr Hammond and agreed by all to accept Grovefern’s monthly price increase but to also ask for this price to be held at a 3 year deal.
	
Clerk to email Grovefern.




	4506
	County Councillor’s Report
· No report this month


	



	4507
	Borough Councillor’s Report
· There has been over a 2% rise in Pendle council tax.  
· Cuts are still being made throughout a number of services
· Lancashire Adult Learning Centre is relocating from Chorley to Brierfield Mills.
· The Core Strategy.  If HPC are concerned about the housing Core Strategy and what constitutes ‘identified land’ we should read through the strategic plan and submit comments before it is too late. As an example: 1 house in Blacko is being knocked down and the land will be used to build 26 additional houses.
· County Council elections are coming up and everyone is getting restless.  The balance at the Town Hall is no longer the same.
	







	4508
	Lancashire Best Kept Village
· A clean up date of Saturday 3rd June was agreed.  A list of volunteers to be collected at the village meeting.
	
Cllr Butterfield



	4509
	Refurbishment of Sheds on Playing Fields
· The doors are being completed this week.

	



	4510


	Clovercroft / Land Reinstatement
· No response to our email has been received as yet.
	



	4511
	Barrowford & Western Parishes Committee
· Planning application for High Mount Farm has been approved subject to conditions.
	



	4512
	Village Hall Committee 
· There is evidence of mice in the cupboards. Nothing else to report.

	




	4513
	Parish Matters
· Easement invoices have been sent out.
· Budget was discussed.  No figures altered.  
· Dog Fouling remains the same.  
· 20mph ~ speeding still an issue. Hopefully the SPID will be in Higham soon.  Cllr Metcalf and Cllr Forrest to arrange fixing of it when it arrives.
· Website ~ is still a work in progress.
· Events Committee have proposed to purchase 1 notice board for the Village Hall and Church to share.  Subject to the final quotation it was proposed and agreed that Higham Parish Council would contribute 50% of the cost.
· There is still a vacancy for someone to take over production of the spout.
· The Annual Parish Council Meeting is to be held on Tuesday 16th May 2017 at 7pm.  The Annual Parish Meeting is to be held on Friday 19th May 2017 at 7pm.
· Footpath leading from Higham Hall Road to the by-pass:
·   As it is a Public Right of Way the money for repairs will come out of a different pot to that of the Lengthsman scheme. 
·  It may be difficult to get access to the path to re-stone it.

	


















Cllr Metcalf to speak to Phil to clarify this.

Cllr Forrest to arrange possible access through neighbouring land.

	4514
	Lengthsman Scheme: Update and work to be carried out
· The car park for Sabden Road has rails either broken off or fallen off completely.  This needs to be maintained.
· The hedge at the bottom of the village needs clearing as it is full of leaves and rubbish.


	

Cllr Metcalf to speak to Lengthsman

	4515
	Items for Future Discussion / For next agenda
· None
	




	4516
	The date of the next meeting: 
· Tuesday 18th April  2017 at 7.30pm 
· The meeting closed at 9.00pm
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